The format of the book is interesting as it deals with concepts rather than diseases or organ systems, hence chapters such as fever in ICU and platelets in ICU.
Chapters are concise and well-written. There is a slight left-field approach to issues which is a pleasant departure from the standard and repetitive format of many textbooks.
The book essentially takes an initial physiological approach to most problems in ICU, followed by a pragmatic, practical approach.
There are however, some significant omissions in the book. Obstetric emergencies, burns and traumatic brain injury are not included. The author states that these are highly specialised areas which require much more scope than the book is able to provide. While this is true in some ways, the management of traumatic brain injury remains an extremely important part of most intensive care units and the book suffers by not including at least this topic.
Chapters such as anaemia, thromboembolism, GIT prophylaxis, monitoring, establishing venous access and indwelling vascular catheters all deal adequately with common issues in intensive care. Ventilation in particular is covered by several chapters (mechanical ventilation, hypoxaemia/hypercarbia, PEEP). Some sections are probably too brief, such as sepsis and inflammation. Sepsis and septic shock are such major issues in modern intensive care that more extensive coverage would have been beneficial to trainees and intensivists. References are all up-to-date and for the most part, tables and figures are helpful.
In summary, the third edition of The ICU Book improves on previous editions. Although deficient in some areas, The ICU Book would still be a valuable contribution to the department library and remains a useful text for trainees. . The stated purposes of the text are to present clinically relevant information on adult intensive care from an international perspective and to emphasise a visual format. The authors certainly achieve this aim. The book is well illustrated with abundant use of colour photography, scans, tables and graphs to break up the text. An accompanying CD contains all of the graphic material which can be Book Reviews Anaesth Intensive Care 2007; 36: [993] [994] [995] [996] [997] [998] 
